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Building a coalition to create Milwaukee’s most vibrant neighborhood.

EAST SIDE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
P.O. Box 510197 Milwaukee, WI 53203 (414) 379-4996  director@theeastside.org  theeastside.org

Letter from the Executive Director

December 2022 marked the end of my first 
full year as Executive Director. It was a year of 
immense learning. I engaged with a diverse range 
of  stakeholders – business and property owners, 
City of Milwaukee employees, East Side residents, 
and visitors. I am very proud of what we collectively 
were all able to accomplish this past year.

We hosted several BID member community gatherings and sponsored 
various events, including the return of the Summer Soulstice Music Festival 
for its 20th year anniversary. We welcomed a number of new businesses 
and were excited to hear the announcements of plans for several new 
commercial developments along North Avenue. One of these exciting 
developments at 1504 – 1530 E North Avenue began demolition in 
November, with plans to start construction in spring 2023.

In this newsletter you can read about the highlights of this past year, along 
with some of our exciting plans for 2023. Going forward, keep an eye out 
for regular installments of this newsletter.

Respectfully,

David Smulyan
Executive Director

East Side Business Improvement District
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2022 Highlights
Makin’ Moves
The BID Board hired a new executive director 
in late November 2021, David Smulyan, 
who came with strong experience and 
passion for non-profit work and business and 
neighborhood development. The Board itself 
made a smooth transition to new leadership. 
Polly Kaplan moved from Treasurer to 
Board Chair, replacing Jonathan Jackson who 
served in the role for three years. 
Jonathan remains on the Board as 
Vice-President, replacing Spencer Kronz, 
who served in this role previously. Dan Kaat 
became the Treasurer and Michael Vitucci 
remained Board Secretary.

The BID also got a new place to call home on 
2160 N Farwell Avenue, just south of 
Anytime Fitness and across the street from the 
Kind Oasis and soon-to-be opened 
Ponoma Cider Co. The BID shares their 
office space with the Historic Water Town 
Neighborhood Association.

Pictured left to right, 
top to bottom: Michael, 
Polly, Dan, and Jonathan
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BID Sponsored Events
June was a busy time in the East Side BID. Saturday, June 4th marked the return of events. The inaugural 
Hops and Hounds event was held from 11 AM to 6 PM. The radio station B93.3, Dogtopia of Milwaukee 
East Side, Milwaukee Executive Realty, the Clock Tower Building, and the East Side BID collaborated to put 
on this event.

Customers purchased passports that allowed them to get adult beverage tastings at participating 
establishments in the BID along with free treats for their dogs. Participating businesses included:

In the City parking lot near Beans and Barley, there 
were over two dozen local vendors and artists, 
activities for children, and live music all day by 
DJ Avalon, Three Unassisted, and others. 
Over 250 passports were sold and many more 
East Side residents and visitors descended on the 
area to enjoy the day and soak up the atmosphere.

• Axe MKE

• Beans and Barley

• Beard MKE

• Crossroads Collective

• Dogtopia

• Milwaukee Public Library – East Branch

• Hacienda Beer Co

• Hooligans

• Izzy Hops

• Kawa

• Kind Oasis

• Ma Fischer’s

• McDonald’s

• Neighbor Art Studio

• Nine Below

• Skilos Pet Store

• Urban Outfitters

• Vintage

• Von Trier 
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On June 18th, the Summer Soulstice Music Festival – a free 
showcase of great local music and over 40 vendors selling a 
variety of food, arts and crafts – returned to the East Side.

Individuals of all ages came out in the thousands to listen 
to 14 amazing bands playing from noon to 11 PM on two 
stages located on Kenilworth Avenue and Ivanhoe Place.
There were activities for children early in the day, including an 
appearance from the Milwaukee Brewers’ Chorizo. 
Black Cat Alley served as the hot spot for a full day and night 
of dancing, with music provided by a series of five fabulous DJs.

The Alley also did double duty serving as a passageway 
between the two stages. It was able to efficiently handle the 
thousands of people making their way back and forth with the 
addition of a stairway that was installed at the entrance to the 
Alley from Kenilworth (pictured bottom right). In early June, an 
East Side resident and handyman extraordinaire, Kevin Liner, 
installed a set of steps where there previously was just a large 
drop off.

The addition of the steps, along with a refreshed garden 
courtesy of Kujawa Enterprises, were long overdue 
enhancements to Black Cat Alley.

https://www.theeastside.org/happenings/summer-soulstice/


5

Before After

Black Cat Alley Garden
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While the Summer Soulstice Music Festival ended 
at midnight, the breaking down of the stages and 
bars and the massive clean-up lasted into the wee 
hours of the morning. And, as the sun came up 
on Sunday, June 19th, there was something special 
about to happen again in Black Cat Alley. Starting at 
11 AM, the Alley was bustling with an event called 
Chalk the Block. The Alley was one of several sites in 
Milwaukee participating in an event sponsored by the 
Milwaukee Jewish Museum and featuring incredible 
visiting artist, Siona Benjamin.



7

On Saturday, October 29th, Crossroads Collective, 
with the East Side BID’s support, hosted an all-day 
Halloween Celebration. During the day, families 
enjoyed activities around the BID including a 
Jacked-O-Lantern Jumps Total Body Class at Shred415 
East Side, and a costume contest and trick-or-treating 
for kids and even a costume contest for 
pups featuring Woof Bowl at Crossroads Collective.

In addition to these public events, the BID also hosted a 
few private events, including a very special birthday party 
in August – a surprise 40th birthday party for 
Matt Dorner, Economic Development Director of the 
downtown Milwaukee BID #21. Matt’s wife, Stefanie, 
worked with the East Side BID and Crossroads Collective 
to secretly plan the party. It was a fun night, with over 40 
of the Dorners’ friends and family enjoying music, food, 
and drinks. 

In the evening, the spook factor went up as 
Black Cat Alley hosted a Throwback Dance Party 
featuring DJ Fuzzy Logic and TJK, tarot card 
readings by Tarot for Today, an adult costume 
contest, an Alley bar hosted by The Pharmacy Bar 
and more.
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BID Business Events

Back in BIDness

Several BID businesses also hosted their own 
special events. In April, Milwaukee Film opened 
their newly-renovated Oriental Theatre for the first 
time in a few years for their Annual Film Festival.

In September, Landmark Lanes, sporting their new, 
modern signage, hosted a week-long celebration of 
their 95th anniversary.

The BID also brought back Community Meetings 
after a long layoff due to COVID. The first meeting, 
in February, was virtual. However, over the course of 
the year in-person meetings were hosted by several 
BID members – Crossroads Collective Market Hall, 
Kind Oasis, and the Oriental Theatre. This provided 
an opportunity for business and property owners 
to meet one another and interact with BID board 
members and staff.

In the last quarter of 2022, the BID hired 
Allie Horner and her marketing firm, 
Brand Bloom LLC, to help the BID update our 
website directory, keep the East Side BID and 
Black Cat Alley websites up-to-date with news and 
events, promote our businesses through 
social media, and create marketing materials like 
this newsletter. The BID is thrilled to have Allie as 

part of our team. She is such a great asset to the 
BID and all its members. We have big plans for 
Allie to partner with us in 2023!
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NEW BUSINESSES

Discourse Coffee Fed Express Hot Wax Mke

Frankies Restaurant and Catering Dia Bom Kwench Juice Cafe

The BID, along with the Clock Tower Building, welcomed many new businesses to their building on the 
corner of North Avenue and Prospect Avenue. Many of these newcomers were able to utilize a grant of 
$10,000 from the Wisconsin Tomorrow Main Street Bounceback Grant Program, administered by the 
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation “WEDC.”
This program provided one-time assistance to new and existing businesses opening a new location or 
expanding operations in a vacant commercial space. The grants were to assist the business with costs 
associated with leases, mortgages, operational expenses, and other business costs related to the newly 
opened location.

*Owners transitioning to a 
new concept in 2023

Business and 
Economic Development
2022 WAS A YEAR OF DIZZYING 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ON THE EAST SIDE

The BID welcomed a number of new businesses. Retail storefront establishments included:

https://www.discourse.coffee/
https://local.fedex.com/en-us/wi/milwaukee/office-0431
https://www.facebook.com/HotWaxMKE/
https://frankiesfrankies.com/
https://www.diabomfood.com/
https://kwenchmilwaukee.com/
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The BID was proud to write an acknowledgment letter 
confirming that the following businesses fulfilled the 
requirements of the Bounce Back Program:

• MTMJ Properties LLC

• Ian Paszkiewicz, Sole Proprietor

• Resiliency Counseling & Wellness Services LLC

• Helpful Healers LLC

• Straight On Business LLC

• Moving Galaxy LLC

• Fortifying Health and Wellness LLC

• Chelsea Matson Photography

NEIGHBOR Art Studio moved out of their East Side location and is now growing 
into their new studio in Bay View, opening in January 2023. They still offer a 
small range of classes for ages 18 months - 12 years as well as special adult 
workshops, but are now turning their focus to providing individual and group art 
therapy services to the Milwaukee community. We will miss them but are excited 
to see what this transition has in store for them!

Heaven’s Table BBQ, which was located in Crossroads Collective, relocated to 
its new West Side location at 5507 W. North Ave. in the Washington Heights 
neighborhood. We are sad to see them leave but wish chef-owner Jason Alston 
all the best. His food is amazing!

BID FAREWELLS

We’re wishing the very best to these businesses that moved out of the BID:

https://neighborartstudio.com/
https://www.heavenstablebbq.com/
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Major Building Renovations

Major Economic 
Developments Announced
FOUR SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS WERE ANNOUNCED IN 2022

McDonald’s completed a major renovation of its 
building in the Summer of 2022.

1500 Block of E. North Avenue
In April, plans for the development of three 
contiguous properties on E. North Avenue first 
came to the public’s attention. Developer 
Ryan Pattee and real estate agent Shar Borg 
announced plans to develop a four-story, 53-unit 
apartment building on the 1500 block of 
E. North Ave. between N. Newhall St. and 
N. Cambridge Ave.                                          

The Oriental Theatre, having secured historic 
landmark status for the State Historic Register and 
completed its multi-year extensive restoration, was 
ready to re-open for the 2022 Film Festival in 
grand style.

The public would learn later in the year that a 
UW Credit Union location would occupy the 
southeast corner of the block. The second 
commercial space at the southwest corner of the 
block is intended to be a restaurant or café but 
could be used by any commercial tenant. 
This exciting project will occupy the buildings 
formerly occupied by the Buddha Lounge, 
RC’s Beer Garden, and a warehouse complex.

https://urbanmilwaukee.com/people/ryan-pattee
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/people/shar-borg
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Photos from Engberg Anderson

Image from Urban Milwaukee

Image from Urban Milwaukee

1617 E. North Ave
 
This two-story, former commercial dairy is 
being converted into a mix of one- and two-
bedroom apartments.

1832 E. North Ave 

This previous home of historic East Side bar, 
Vitucci’s, is being remodeled into a modern 
restaurant-bar with a bit of old-school charm.

1431 E. North Ave 

The former Judge’s Irish Pub, overlooking the 
Milwaukee River, is being redeveloped with more 
information to come.
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Infrastructure Improvements

Creation of a 
Tax Incremental District

In February, the Milwaukee County Department of Transportation commenced a project to remove and 
replace the North Avenue bridge deck over the Oak Leaf Trail. Unfortunately, traffic on North Avenue 
between N. Bartlett Avenue and N. Oakland Avenue was closed for four months before re-opening at 
the end of June. The closing inconvenienced drivers on North Avenue and adversely impacted several 
businesses near the bridge. The closing was not without a silver lining. Many other business owners on 
North Avenue as well as pedestrians and bicyclists, expressed that they felt a noticeable slow-down in the 
speed of the traffic on North Avenue during the restoration.

On December 13, 2022, the City of Milwaukee Common Council adopted a resolution approving a 
project plan, authorizing expenditures, authorizing grant agreements, and creating Tax Incremental District 
(TID) No. 111 (East North Avenue), in the 3rd Aldermanic District. The TID consists of 10 properties on 
East North Avenue between North Oakland Avenue and the Milwaukee River and will assist in funding up 
to $3,800,000 in public infrastructure improvements along East North Avenue, as well as $100,000 toward 
commercial property renovation. 
 
Public infrastructure improvements funded by the TID will be conducted in two phases and include 
traffic calming elements added to North Avenue, bike amenities, street trees and additional landscaping, 
pedestrian improvements and plaza, and public art.

“This newly created TID will make a lasting impact in the district by making streets 
safer and more pedestrian friendly, and directly aligns with the city’s larger 

commitment to Vision Zero. This is certainly welcome news, and I want to thank 
my colleagues for their support, City staff who have worked to help advance this 

initiative, the East Side Business Improvement District who was a key driver behind 
the project, and all the residents and community groups who voiced their support.”

- Jonathan Brostoff, 3rd District Alderman
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North Avenue is a central commercial corridor that is critical to the East Side’s commercial and 
residential vibrancy. It traverses through neighborhoods where many Milwaukeeans live, work, and play. 
The initial streetscape improvements on North Avenue can serve as a catalyst for additional improvements 
all along the avenue. The last time there were any significant improvements made to North Avenue was 
nearly twenty years ago.
 
It is important to note that the catalyst for the creation of the TID was the announced development of the 
buildings between Newhall and Cambridge on North Avenue. Ryan Pattee, Shar Borg and other investors 
in this project got this whole endeavor off the ground with their commitment to North Avenue and the 
East Side.

Once their plans were announced, the BID, led by board member Joey Wisnewski, went into action.  
With the full support of the BID Board, Joey engaged two consulting firms – GRAEF and TKWA – to 
develop a streetscape vision document that ultimately led to presentation to City Council for approval of 
the TID. Joining the working project team, and a key player in getting the TID approved, was Dan Casanova, 
Lead Economic Development Specialist with the Department of City Planning (DCD). Besides Dan and 
his colleagues at DCD, the project team worked closely with Mike Amsden and Marissa Meyer from the 
Department of Public Works to coordinate the Rapid Implementation Plan, which will consist of 
shorter-term traffic calming and safety measures, with the longer-term North Avenue streetscape vision. 
This Rapid Improvement Plan is slated to be completed by Summer 2023. 

For further information on the North Avenue Streetscape Vision, click here.

https://www.theeastside.org/about-us/news/north-avenue-streetscaping-vision
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Contact David Smulyan at director@theeastside.org 
if you’re interested in sponsoring a bike in 2023!

BID Tid Bits

BID BIKES

The BID is proud to have commissioned the creation 
of 10 decorative bicycles with flower planters 
throughout the East Side in the summer of 2022. 
The bikes, each of which is sponsored by a local 
business, enhanced the area with art and greenery 
and we’ve received overwhelmingly 
positive feedback.

WELCOME JONATHAN BROSTOFF

Jonathan Brostoff was sworn into office on November 16th as the 
new alderperson, representing the Third District of the City 
of Milwaukee. The position had been vacant since the end of 
April, when former alderman Nik Kovac resigned to become the 
City’s Budget and Management Director.

mailto:director%40theeastside.org?subject=
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Planning for North Avenue comprehensive streetscaping project to include 
concepts for improvement related to safety, traffic calming, intersection 
improvements, and streetscape design.

Anticipated completion of the City of Milwaukee’s Rapid Implementation Program 
by Summer 2023, mainly on North Avenue to create quick, low-cost street 
improvements to increase the safety and comfort of people walking, biking, 
and driving in the BID.

Reimagining the flower décor throughout the BID. We will be taking a percentage 
of planters out of commission and we will be repainting the remaining planters and 
placing them strategically throughout the BID. We will also be adding a significant 
number of hanging planters.

Increased activation of the Oak Leaf Trail. Currently there are 3 access points 
leading to the East Side. The BID is looking at partnering with the Milwaukee County 
Parks Department and BID businesses to place signage on the trail. The BID is also 
in talks with the Parks Department to paint two murals on the North Avenue Bridge.

Summer Soulstice 2023 – The BID is targeting Saturday, June 17th for its 
21st annual, free music festival. Stay tuned for updates in the coming months.

Black Cat Alley – The BID is evaluating options for increased activation of the 
Alley, i.e., developing and launching new programming and uses for the Alley such 
as more public music events as well as catering more private events, e.g., parties, 
celebrations, fundraisers, etc.  

WATCH FOR THESE EXCITING BID HAPPENINGS 
IN THE YEAR AHEAD

Looking Forward to 2023



We look forward to sharing these exciting 
new developments and more with you in 

the year ahead! Follow along with us to be 
the first to know about new updates.

theeastside.org
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